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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/6/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment received on 3/6/2007 is acknowledged and entered. 
Claims 37-38 are currently amended. New claim 39 is added. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Newly submitted claim 39 directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: Claim 39 recites the step 
of comprising a judging unit forjudging from the information read by the reading unit 
whether the web page from which the user terminal has jumped is the compensation- 
providing portal site or not and this represents a different specie other than elected by 
the applicant on 3/7/2005 without traverse. Different steps of judging belonged to non- 
elected species of claims 7&18, 8 &19, 9 & 20, and 35. Further, this limitation of judging 
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if the user terminal has jumped from the compensation providing portal site is a new 
specie. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 39 is withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 

Therefore, currently claims 37-38 are pending for further examination. 

Response to Arguments 

4.1 The examiner agrees to the applicant's arguments that with the current 
amendments to claim 37 it produces a useful, concrete, and tangible result. As such 
rejection of claim 38 under 35 USC 101 is withdrawn. Since in the currently amended 
system claim 37 the limitation, " wherein said server... processes information ... 
database... .database... according to executable instructions stored in a CPU, ROM m 
and /or RAM", is taken out it is still subject to rejection under 35 USC 101 because the 
currently amended limitations represent disembodied data structure. 

4.2. Applicant's arguments with respect to prior art rejection of claims 37-38 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated 
due to current amendment. 

4.3. Applicant's arguments regarding newly added claim 39 that it belongs to the 
same specie as that of claims 37-38 are not persuasive as analyzed above in paragraph 
3 above. 



Application/Control Number: 09/824,877 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3625 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory Subject matter. 

Limitations of claim 37 are directed to disembodied data structure claim which are per se 
not statutory. C.f. In re Wamerdam. The preamble of the independent claim 37 and all its 
limitations are directed to a server comprising rewriting unit, different databases and a 
compensating granting unit which all represent mere computer software/code. Mere 
software/code is not capable of functioning until it is stored in a computer readable medium and 
executed by a computer processor. A claim to a computer readable medium encoded with 
functional descriptive material that can function with a computer to effect a practical 
application resulting in a useful, concrete an tangible result (i.e. running an assembly 
line or executing a stock transaction) satisfies Section 101. See U.S. Patent 5,710,578 to 
Beauregard etc. i.e., a set of instructions in combination with a computer system. C.f. In re 
Wamerdam - data structure stored in a computer memory, and In re Lowery, 32 USPQ2d 1031 
(Fed. Cir. 1994) - data structure in a computer readable medium. Examples of Statutory 
Functional Descriptive Material are: 

(a) A claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a functional data structure - this 
defines structural and functional relationships between the data structure and the 
hardware/software components. See Wamerdam. 

(b) A claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program - this 
defines structural and functional relationships between the computer program and the computer 
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itself which allows the program's functionality to be realized provided that a useful, concrete and 
tangible result is realized. See U.S. Patent 5,710,578 to Beauregard et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Palcic et al. (US Publication 2003/0004809A1 ), hereinafter Palcic further in view of Lee 
et al. (US Publication 200201 61 673A1), hereinafter Lee. 

Regarding claim 37, Palcic in view of Lee discloses a server for a compensation- 
granting portal site on the Internet having a first URL, and connecting to a plurality of 
other servers through the Internet through a user terminal, the server comprising: 

a compensation-granting database configured to store URL information of 
each member store in advance (see Palcic paragraph 0067, "....Elements of the portal 
page will include links to company pages 140....". Links refer to URL information of 
merchant's web pages/sites are stored. These links are provided to users 
requesting/selecting these merchants to place orders, see paragraph 0068.). ; 

Palcic teaches transmitting the stored merchant's link, that is URL to the 
merchant's web page, to the user terminal on his request but does not teach rewriting 
this URL [second as the first URL belongs to the portal web site] by a URL rewriting 
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unit which receives this URL of a web page upon a user's request, rewriting said 
second URL to be linked to said first URL. However, in the same field of electronic 
commerce, Lee discloses a URL rewriting unit which receives a second URL of a web 
page upon a user's request, rewriting said second URL to be linked to said first URL 
(see at least paragraph 0006). In view of Lee, it would be obvious to one of an ordinary 
skilled in the art to modify Palcic to incorporate the feature of URL rewriting because 
(a) to monitor and collect data on the user's behavior, as demonstrated in Lee and (b) 
the well-known feature of URL rewriting will enable a user to return to a web page 
without having to login again as the session id is passed from Web page to page. 

Palcic discloses a history database for storing deal information relating a 
deal performed by the user on said web page having said second URL (see transaction 
database "500" in figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5), and 

a compensation-granting unit for granting compensation relating the deal 
performed by the user on said web page having second URL based on the deal 
information stored in the history database (see at least paragraphs 0062-0063, "800" in 
figs 1 and 6, Unit 800 calculates the reward/compensation for each of the purchases 
made by the user on the selected merchant web site). 

Note: Palcic does not provide the same names, that is compensation granting 
database, history database and compensation granting unit but it provides the same 
structure, that is storing feature of the required links/URLs and transaction/deal 
information and functions such as of linking and calculating compensation related to the 
purchase deal by the user on the sail merchant website. 
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Regarding claim 38, its limitations are closely parallel to the limitations of claim 
37 and therefore it is analyzed and rejected on the basis of same rationale as set forth 
in claim 37 above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 7043455 to Cuomo et al. discloses URL rewriting unit (see at least 
col.2, lines 1-3, col. 5, lines 43-45 and col. 7, lines 59-62). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh C. Garg whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6756. The examiner can normally be reached on Increased Flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
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